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This will be our first Annual Parish Meeting to be held in person since 2019 - we held our last 
Annual Parish Meeting on line, just before the restrictions imposed for Covid-19 were lifted,  
under which we were unable to physically meet.  

I perhaps should explain that the Annual Parish Meeting is a legacy from the time before 
parish councils were brought into existence in the late 19th century.  It is a meeting of the 
parish, not the council, and was the opportunity for anyone to speak of local concerns, a 
form of direct democracy.  The relevant legislation demands that the chair of the parish 
council should chair this meeting – which is why I am on duty here tonight. It has become the 
opportunity for village organisations to inform people of what they have been doing. 

I will therefore speak of the activities of the Parish Council over the last twelve months.  
Since the Covid restrictions were lifted we have held our usual programme of meetings, 
which are held every eight weeks, in addition to the occasional extra meetings, and in all 
eight meetings were held. We were pleased to welcome a new county councillor, Elaine 
Bryce, who has regularly attended.  We also attended – still virtually – meetings of the 
Community Partnership Forum, which is a group of rural Parish Councils, plus Martlesham 
and Kesgrave, with the County and District Councillors, which meet regularly to identify and 
discuss local problems which affect us. These include subjects such as rural isolation to the 
constant difficulties with traffic. 

In October, we were dealt a major blow with the unexpected death of our Parish Clerk, Rod 
Caird.  I would like to take this opportunity to note our appreciation of everything that Rod did 
for us, and his death was a real loss, not just to us, but the other communities that he 
served.  

This meant that for several weeks we were without a Clerk, who also acts as our 
Responsible Financial Officer.  During this period Parish Councillors took on the duties, and I 
would like to thank them for this, particularly Cllr Anne Henderson, who worked closely with 
Rod’s family at a difficult time.  

We were all very pleased, and relieved, when Linda Buckman came forward to take on the 
task of Parish Clerk.   She has fitted in very smoothly, and the Council looks forward to 
working with her in the future.  

One major event during the past year was the Referendum on the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan.  Delayed by Covid, it was finally held in May, and was approved by a 
sizeable majority.  This means that the Plan has been ‘made’ by East Suffolk Council and is 
now part of the local planning regime.   

We also keep our folio of policy documents up to date, and I am pleased that we have 
recently adopted a Climate Emergency Policy, which sets out guidance to the Council on 
what actions we should consider taking to help alleviate the effects of climate change. I 
would thank Cllr Bellfield for his work on this.   

Our activities are typical of the work of the Parish Council – we meet regularly and the most 
common things we find ourselves dealing with are planning applications, problems with 
highways, footpaths, looking after public assets etc. 



For this each year we can claim money from the Council Tax for our use, and the amount 
the Parish Council requests will help determine how much you pay.  The money we get from 
the District Council is known as the precept, and this last year (2021/22) we requested the 
amount of  £5,396.67 which was a very slight reduction, and means that there was a 0% 
change in Council Tax charge for the Parish Council,   

Much of this money goes out on fixed costs: waste collection, accountancy fees, insurance, 
training and wages. 

We also received the very first Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payment.  This is a 
charge on development, and is paid to East Suffolk Council, and parishes are entitled to 
receive a percentage of this.  As a result of the work now under way at Woods Meadow, the 
Parish Council received £10,093.01.  This is the first payment, other, similar payments will 
be made from this development over the next two years.  These payments have to be ring-
fenced and used for community infrastructure projects.  To allow the Council to do this, a 
Parish Infrastructure Investment Plan was approved, and is kept under review.  We hope to 
be able to allocate funds towards projects during the next few weeks.  

 If you wish to see the details of our work, including financial plans and payments, then I 
would direct people to the website: http://bredfield.onesuffolk.net/  which contains all the 
Parish Council material we must show by law, and lots more beside. I would extend thanks 
to Councillors Anne Henderson for her work keeping our website up to date and David 
Leyland for the financial details. 

Finally, I would just add that all our meetings are open for the public to attend, and we 
always have a section of the meeting for parishioners to voice any concerns they may have.  

	

	


