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FROM OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
Jesus, Hope for today! 
 
‘Ding, dong merrily on high, the Christmas bells are ringing!’ We all love 
the angels, baubles, glitter and smell of mulled wine that we associate 
with Christmas. 
 
What are you hoping for this Christmas? 
There is the famous (probably apocryphal) story of the local radio 
station that phoned up several ambassadors from different countries 
and ask them what they were hoping for that Christmas. 
When the British ambassador received the call, he thought that the 
question was intended to catch him out and, as he was not open to 
bribes, decided to play it as safe as possible. ‘Oh I really don't want 
much at all. I will be very happy with a box of chocolates’. 
On Christmas morning the radio station announced: ‘We asked the 
French ambassador, and he said that for Christmas he hoped for peace 
and goodwill to all men. The Chinese ambassador said that he hoped 
that hunger and disease would end throughout the world. And the 
British ambassador said that he hoped for a box of chocolates.’ 
 
So, what are you hoping for this Christmas? 
I am sure that we all long, hope and pray for peace in Ukraine, an end 
to hunger and disease throughout the world including more than 36 
million people who have been affected by the worst droughts that East 
Africa has seen in forty years. I am sure we are all concerned about the 
cost of living and the cost of energy, hoping that things will get better 
in the New Year.  
 
What are you hoping for personally or for Bredfield? 
I don’t know if you’ve ever thought about it but there are two kinds of 
hope. We normally use the word to mean something that we desire or 
a wish in the sense that we hope that things will get better. For 
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example, ‘I hope that the war in Ukraine will end soon’ or ‘I hope for 
good health’ or that ‘I hope that our energy bills will come down’. 
The other kind of hope is different and is something in the future we 
can count on with certainty. It’s an event or blessing that will 
absolutely happen. That is the Christian hope of Christmas, because the 
baby that was born the first Christmas. Jesus, the Son of God, came to 
earth to show us what love looks like. Jesus is our hope for today and 
into 2023. 
Jesus came to reveal to us the invisible God and the creator of all, and 
as saviour to open the way to know God and have eternal life. This 
hope is the absolute certainty of eternal life with Christ for those who 
believe in Him. What amazing hope is that! 
 
For many people Christmas will be a happy time with family, food, 
festivities and gift giving. But for others, Christmas will be exact 
opposite. Some might be reminded of lost loved ones, or for those with 
no close family to celebrate with, they might feel lost and lonely. Let’s 
each keep alert to those in Bredfield who might be feeling lonely, 
isolated or struggling in any way and respond as we are able. Even 
though some of us may feel lonely or isolated during the Christmas 
holidays, it’s important for us to remember the hope that Jesus brings. 
 
In the midst of all that we do, do come and celebrate Christmas at St 
Andrew’s as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ who brings hope to 
our world. I look forward to seeing you, and do join us at our:  
 

Carol Service on at 5pm Sunday 11th December 
Crib Service at 3pm on Christmas Eve, and  
Christmas Day Celebration on Christmas Day at 10.00am.  
There is also a Midnight Holy Communion service at St John’s 
Woodbridge on Christmas Eve at 11pm.  
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Looking into the New Year, St Andrews will be launching weekly 
services from Sunday 8th January and we have the Bishop coming to 
Bredfield in February. 
 
During the next few weeks, the Christmas story will be sentimentalised 
and commercialised almost beyond recognition. Every time we see an 
angel, look at the baubles on our Christmas tree, the glitter on a 
Christmas card or smell the scent of mulled wine remember the real 
meaning of Christmas: celebrating the birth of Jesus who brings hope 
for today and may your Christmas season be overflowing with joy and 
celebration. 
 
Happy Christmas to you all and may the joy of the angels, the gladness 
of the shepherds, the worship of the wisemen and the peace of the 
Christ child be yours this Christmas. 
 
Rev Charles Trefusis, Rector 
 
 
 

BREDFIELD PRAYER CIRCLE 
The Bredfield Prayer Circle is a group of Parishioners united in prayer 
for the needs of our community. The Prayer Circle operates in 
confidence. It does not discuss your requests but simply includes your 
needs with their private prayer. Please give just a first name and 
enough details to make your request meaningful to those who will be 
praying with you. If you are in need of prayer, or praying yourself, and 
would like the prayer of others please contact Anne Ackerley 01394 
384805 or Alison Cannard 01473 737707. 
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DIARY DATES 
 

Christmas in Bredfield 
 
We are looking forward to reverting to a more normal format for our 
Christmas services, but please note that there are some changes to 
traditional dates and times! 
1. Christmas Carol Service, Sunday 11th December at 5pm, followed 
by our usual excellent Carol Service refreshments. This is a week earlier 
than usual, but we have been advised by the Church of England itself to 
avoid our carol services clashing with the World Cup final! 
2. Crib Service, 24th December at 3pm.There will be chance to dress up 
and take part in telling the Christmas story, followed by refreshments. 
Everybody welcome! 
3. Christmas Day Holy Communion at 10am.  
 
There will be no service on Sunday 1st January, but we are delighted to 
announce that weekly services at St Andrew’s will resume from Sunday 
8th January, for the first time since the end of 2017! 
 
 
 

Want to know what’s happening in the village?Check out the website 
http://bredfield.onesuffolk.net 

For regular info updates- join our MailChimp email group.Email Anne 
Henderson  - henny@dircon.co.uk and she will add you to the 

MailChimp list 
Want to know about the Village Hall and Bredfield Wildlife Friendly 

Village – check out https://www.bredfieldvillagehall.org.uk 
https://bredfieldwfv.org.uk  

http://bredfield.onesuffolk.net/
mailto:henny@dircon.co.uk
https://www.bredfieldvillagehall.org.uk/
https://bredfieldwfv.org.uk/
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NEWS FROM BREDFIELD 

Remembrance Sunday 

On Sunday 13th November, we gathered by the War Memorial for our 

annual Act of Remembrance and Service, held jointly with Bredfield 

Chapel. Special thanks to Luke for carrying the flag, Sam for laying the 

wreath, David for reading out the Roll of Honour, Hugh for his talk and 

the many people who worked behind the scenes to ensure everything 

ran smoothly. We were also fortunate to have our very own fly past by 

two Apache helicopters just before 11 o’clock, for which we also thank 

Sam and his brother for arranging. 
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Children's Society Donations November 2022. 
 
A massive "Thank You" to all involved this year, the final amount I 
banked was £450-66. An absolutely amazing amount as we seem to be 
in a mostly cashless time.  A special thank you to the two financial 
ladies who made the final cashing up so much easier. 
To all involved please keep popping those coins in your box, without 
you, and people like you all over the country, The Children's Society 
would be unable to do all the valuable work they do helping young, 
disadvantaged children. 
Unless anything unforeseen happens between now and then, we will 
do this all again next November.  
If you would like to join the group please contact me, details below, 
and I will be delighted to explain the simple procedure. 
Once again many thanks, keep collecting and keep safe. 
 
Angela Derham 
 

 

 

100 Club Winners 
 

1st Prize No. 72 A Bridges 

2nd Prize No. 4 K Whybrow 
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The Oxen 

 
Christmas Eve, and twelve of the clock. 
“Now they are all on their knees,” 
An elder said as we sat in a flock 
By the embers in hearthside ease. 

 
We pictured the meek mild creatures where 
They dwelt in their strawy pen, 
Nor did it occur to one of us there 
To doubt they were kneeling then. 

 
So fair a fancy few would weave 
In these years! Yet, I feel, 
If someone said on Christmas Eve, 
“Come; see the oxen kneel, 

 
“In the lonely barton by yonder coomb 
Our childhood used to know,” 
I should go with him in the gloom, 
Hoping it might be so. 
 
By Thomas Hardy 
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December/January Services at St. Andrew’s 

Sunday 4th December Holy Communion 
TBC 

9.15am 

Sunday 11th December Carol Service 
Rev Bill Herbert and Rev Charles 
Trefusis 

5.00pm 

Sunday 18th December Service of the Word 
Roger Ackerley 

9.15am 

Saturday 24thDecember 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

Crib Service 
Clare Johnston and Rev Charles 
Trefusis 

3.00pm 

Sunday 25th December 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

Holy Communion 
Rev Bill Herbert 

10.00am 

Sunday 1st January  No service at St Andrew’s - 

Sunday 8th January Service of the Word 
Rev Charles Trefusis 

9.15am 

Sunday 15th January Holy Communion 
Rev Bill Herbert 

9.15am 

Sunday 22nd January Service of the Word 
Rev Charles Trefusis 

9.15am 

Sunday 29th January Service of the Word 
Rev Bill Herbert 

9.15am 

 

 

RECTOR: Rev Charles Trefusis  
CHURCHWARDEN: Vacant.  
For all enquiries regarding St 
Andrew’s, contact St John’s church 
office on: 
info@stjohnswoodbridge.org.uk 

Or 01394 383162 
 

www.stjohnswoodbridge.org.uk 
 

http://bredfield.onesuffolk.net 
 

WISHING ALL OUR READERS A VERY SAFE AND HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS AND ALL GOOD WISHES FOR 2023 

mailto:info@stjohnswoodbridge.org.uk
http://www.stjohnswoodbridge.org.uk/
http://bredfield.onesuffolk.net/

